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GLASGOW'S planning system suffers from ''organised chaos'' because it is driven by 

investors, developers, and politicians, a leading expert in urban studies claimed yesterday. 

Speaking before a debate organised as part of the build up to Glasgow's year as UK City of 

Architecture and Design, in 1999, Dr Hildebrand Frey, director of the Urban Design Studies 

Unit at Strathclyde University, said the city had to find a way of co-ordinating projects to 

solve the problem. Commenting on the motion: ''Does the city planning system push for 

quality and vision or pander to mediocrity?'', he said: ''It is certainly not pushing for anything. 

It is being pushed by the market - investors and developers - and by politicians with quick 

solutions to particular problems in the city. ''But it is also not pandering to mediocrity, for the 

simple reason that it does not really act as a planning system, and has no leadership.'' Dr Frey 

said Glasgow had too many individual buildings which did not fit into the historical pattern 

of clearly-defined streets in the city. He added: ''The sheriff court, the Mosque, and the 

Scottish Exhibition Centre, for example, are simply floating in a kind of no man's land that no 

longer relates to the order of the city. The streets are not defined by the buildings, unlike, say, 

the High Court in the Saltmarket, which fronts a street, faces a park, and is clearly defined. ''I 

think we have to find a means of co-ordinating individual projects of speculative investment 

in the city. That doesn't take place at the moment and the result is more or less organised 

chaos.'' Mr Rob Joiner, director of Reidvale Housing Association, in Glasgow, said the city 

was suffering from a lack of a collective vision which the Victorians had, adding: ''They did 

not put up with a second-rate city centre, but we seem more pre-disposed to do so.'' However, 

Mr Mike Hayes, Glasgow City Council's director of planning and development, said the city 

did strive for quality and the achievement of a vision, and usually delivered a ''reasonable 

result.''  
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